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OPENING MEDITATION
…an authentic hero is not deserted by all his followers.  For Mark, this is a 
further indication that Jesus’ death was of the most godforsaken nature.  The 
disciples could not have seen his humiliating and inglorious death as obedience 
to God, a vindication of his mission, or a heroic martyrdom.  On the contrary, 
precisely because it was a crucifixion, they could have seen it only as the utter 
discrediting of his claims before man and God.  He has been judged a threat to 
the state by the secular authorities, but far worse in the disciples’ eyes, he had 
been condemned by the religious authorities, the guardians of faith and morals, 
as a blasphemer deserving of a godless death.  It would be difficult to 
exaggerate the horror of such an unedifying and irreligious outcome to a 
ministry in the name of God.

…To put is in the bluntest possible terms, no one expected a crucified Messiah.  
Isaiah 53 provided a clue of a suggestion of a hint of a prediction (“He was 
despised and rejected by men… The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all,” 
53:3,6), but virtually no one understood this to refer to the Messiah of Israel 
until after the resurrection.

…Who could have known that the way through the wilderness to redemption 
would be the path of humiliation trodden by the Son of God?  What religious 
or secular insight would have led anyone at all to foresee a ghastly, exposed, 
reviled death for God-made-flesh?  …The last thing anyone would ever have 
imagined, even with Isaiah 53 right in front of them, was a crucified Son of God.

-The Crucifixion, Fleming Rutledge (2015)



MARCH 22: LESSONS 13-18

13.Caiaphas Charges Jesus with Blasphemy (Matthew 26:57-68)

14.Peter Denies Knowing Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75)

15.Judas Ends His Life with Remorse (Matthew 27:3-10)

16.Pilate Questions Jesus and the Crowd (Mark 15:1-15)

17.Pilate is Put on Trial by Jesus (John 18: 28-40)

18.Pilate Hands Jesus Over for Crucifixion (John 19:1-16)


