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OPENING PRAYER
Charity gave me the key to my vocation. I understood that if the Church has a body composed 
of different members, the noblest and most necessary of all the members would not be 
lacking to her. I understood that the Church has a heart, and that this heart burns with Love. I 
understood that Love alone makes its members act, that if this Love were to be extinguished, 
the Apostles would no longer preach the Gospel, the Martyrs would refuse to shed their 
blood... I understood that Love embraces all vocations, that Love is all things, that it embraces 
all times and all places... in a word, that it is eternal!

Then in the excess of my delirious joy, I cried out: “O Jesus, my Love, at last I have found my 
vocation, my vocation is Love!... Yes, I have found my place in the Church, and it is you, O my 
God, who have given me this place... in the heart of the Church, my Mother, I will be Love!.... 
Thus I shall be all things: thus my dream shall be realized!!!”

I am a child... It is not riches or glory (not even the glory of Heaven) that this child asks for... 
No, she asks for Love. She knows but one desire: to love you, Jesus. Glorious deeds are 
forbidden her; she cannot preach the Gospel or shed her blood... But what does that matter, 
her brothers work in her place, and she, a little child, stays close to the throne of the King and 
Queen, and loves for her brothers who are in the combat... But how shall she show her love, 
since love proves itself by deeds? Well! the little child will strew flowers, she will embalm the 
royal throne with their fragrance, she will sing with a silver voice the canticle of Love.

Yes, my Beloved, I wish to spend my life thus... I have no other means of proving my love 
except by strewing flowers, that is to say, letting no little sacrifice pass, no look, no word--
profiting by the littlest actions, and doing them out of love. I wish to suffer out of love and to 
rejoice out of love; thus I shall strew flowers before your throne.

Story of a Soul, St. Terese of Lisieux (1873-1897)



MARCH 15: LESSONS 1-6

1. The Poor Widow Gives Her All (Mark 12:38-44)

2. The Woman Who Anointed Jesus (Mark 14:1-9)

3. Simon Peter is Taught to Serve (John 13:1-17)

4. Judas Iscariot Plots Against Jesus (Matthew 26:14-25)

5. The Beloved Disciple Reclines Next to Jesus (John 13:21-30)

6. Peter Vows Fidelity to Jesus (Matthew 26:30-35)


